
December 14, 2025 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

Order of Service – Holy Eucharist II 

                            

Opening  Song                   Prepare the Way O Zion                           H82- 65 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION  
Presider: Blessed are you, holy and living God. 
People: You come to your people and set them free.  Amen 

 
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Presider: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

The Lessons 

The people are seated.  

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 

 

At the end of the reading the Lector says: 
 Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
            People:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 146:4-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 

At the end of the reading the Lector says: 
 Lector:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
            People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

  

 4Happy are they who have the God 

of Jacob for their help, * whose hope 

is in the LORD their God; 

 5Who made heaven and earth, the 

seas, and all that is in them; * who 

keeps his promise forever; 

 6Who gives justice to those who are 

oppressed, * and food to those who 

hunger. 

 7The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

the LORD opens the eyes of the 

blind; * the LORD lifts up those who 

are bowed down; 

 8The LORD loves the righteous; the 

LORD cares for the stranger; * he 

sustains the orphan and widow, but 

frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 9The LORD shall reign forever, * 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all 

generations. Hallelujah! 
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SEQUENCE HYMN                                                                               Gather4 - 961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL PROCLAMATION: GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Priest:      God be with you 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Priest:      A proclamation of the Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to N. 
                  At the conclusion of the Gospel proclamation, the priest says. 
Priest:      The Gospel of our Savior.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 



5 

 

THE SERMON — The Very Rev. Lewis D. Crusoe, Rector 
 
THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father.  and the Son. 
who with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified; 
who has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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We sing this Kyrie as the final petition of the Prayers of the People begging God to 
inspire the end of the war in Europe and the Middle East. 

 

Ukrainian Kyrie 

 
 
THE CONFESSION 
Presider 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
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and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
 
THE PEACE  
 
 
OFFERTORY SONG                                                                     GatherC2 - 345 
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The Great Thanksgiving                          
SURSUM CORDA  

Presider God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 

HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS)                                 WEED – Mass—O Come Emmanuel 
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

THE GREAT AMEN 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
FRACTION ANTHEM  
 
Presider:  This is the true bread which from down from heaven and gives life to 
                   the world 
People:    Whoever eats this bread will live forever. 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
All the baptized are invited to receive communion in the Episcopal Church.  Please 
follow the directions of the ushers.  The Bread and Wine are given to the communicants 
with these words: 

Presider:  The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting 
                   life. 
Communicants Response:  Amen 

 

Please join in singing the communion hymn as we receive communion.  

There will be time after communion for your personal thanksgiving. 
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COMMUNION SONG                                                                  GatherC2-542 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says. 
The people stand. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen 
 
 

 
                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCMENTS,  
BLESSING &  
DISMISSAL 
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RECESSIONAL hymn      O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing             H82 - 493 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The remainder of this worship aid is intentionally blank except for the back page. 
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All music reprinted and streamed under license from Onelicense.net, 

license #A-724841. All other material from riteplanning.com.   

All rights reserved.  Copyright ©2025 Church Publishing, Inc.  All rights reserved. 
  

 

 

 
Scan either of these QR codes with your phone’s 

camera to access today’s worship aid or to contribute 

to the mission and ministry of St. James. 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 
      Donations                                                                                                       Worship Aid     

The Birthday Prayer from The Book of Common Prayer 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servant(s) N., & N., as he/they begin(s) another year.  Grant that he/they 

may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his/their trust in your 
goodness all the days of his/their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


