March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday in Lent

: Order of Service — Morning Prayer I1
Saint James

EPISCOPAL g CHURCH

GATHERING SONG: H-82 #7

OPENING SENTENCE (BCP p. 75)
The Officiant says

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Philippians 1:2

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 79)
The Officiant says to the people

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly
Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on
behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that
we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and
with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his
infinite goodness and mercy.

Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.
The Officiant remains kneeling and says



Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter

VERSICLE (BCP p. 80)

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

ANTIPHON
Officiant: God is the Rock of our salvation:
People: O come let us worship.

INVITATORY
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *
that I might behold your power and your glory.
For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *
my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live *
and lift up my hands in your Name.
My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
When I remember you upon my bed, *
and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper, *
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

2



My soul clings to you; *
your right hand holds me fast.

PSALM: Psalm 130
'Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD;
LORD, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
’If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, *
O Lord, who could stand?
‘For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.
‘I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *
in his word is my hope.
"My soul waits for the LORD,
more than watchmen for the morning, *
more than watchmen for the morning.
°0O Israel, wait for the LORD, *
for with the LORD there is mercy;
‘with him there is plenteous redemption, *
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a

FIRST CANTICLE (BCP p. 85)
Canticle 18: Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and kingly power *

are yours by right, O Lord our God,
For you created everything that is, *

and by your will they were created and have their being;
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
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for with your blood you have redeemed for God,
From every family, language, people, and nation, *

a kingdom of priests to serve our God.
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *

and to Christ the Lamb,
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *

for ever and for evermore.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

SECOND CANTICLE (BCP p. 85)
Canticle D (EOW): A Song of the Wilderness Isaiah 35:1-7, 10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, *
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
It shall blossom abundantly, *
and rejoice with joy and singing.
They shall see the glory of the Lord, *
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weary hands, *
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! *
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.”
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, *
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped.
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, *
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness *
and streams in the desert;
The burning sand shall become a pool *
and the thirsty ground, springs of water.
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, *
with everlasting joy upon their heads.
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, *
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.



THIRD READING: Luke 21:5-19
REFLECTION

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (BCP p. 96)
Officiant and People together, all standing.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

SALUTATION (BCP p. 97)
The people stand or kneel

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.



THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 97)

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

SUFFRAGES

Help us, O God our Savior;

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Look upon your congregation;

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Declare your glory among the nations;

And your wonders among all peoples.

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
Never forget the lives of your poor.

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
And your favor to those who are true of heart.
Satisty us by your loving-kindness in the morning;

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
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FIRST COLLECT (BCP p. 98)

Officiant: Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections
of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely
there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



SECOND COLLECT (BCP p. 98)

Officiant: O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of
you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PRAYER FOR MISSION (BCP p. 100)

All: Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they
may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

HYMN (H82-411)

O Breathe on Me, O Breath of God
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Text: Edwin Hatch, 1835-1889
Tune: ST. COLUMBA, CM; Irish melody



GENERAL THANKSGIVING (BCP p. 101)
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM (BCP p. 102)
Officiant and People

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that
when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

CONCLUDING VERSICLE (BCP p. 102)
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CONCLUDING SENTENCE (BCP p. 102)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

8



